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Did you know?

In Roman times, Chester was not a town,
but a fortress. Instead of houses,
there were barracks, and civilians and
families lived outside.

The Roman fortress was smaller than the
actual walls. These were extended in
the tenth century. The main crossroad
was not the centre in the Roman era.

The centre came alive on market days,
twice a week, which drew people from
across the frontier with Wales.

King Edward I stayed in Chester for a
time during his campaigns on Wales.
Chester became a crucial supply base
and the market was filled with wares
to supply the armies and the inhabi
tants.

Before the war and after the war, it was
not strange to hear Cymraeg (Welsh) in
these streets. But listen carefully, you
may still hear it tfoday!
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